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NOMINATING A CEMETERY 
TO THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

 
 
As the state office responsible for administering the National Register of Historic Places in 
Louisiana, we try to make a good case for each and every property which applies. 
Unfortunately, cemeteries are not normally eligible for inclusion in the National Register, as 
they serve primarily as a means of an individual’s recognition of family history and as 
expressions of collective religious and/or ethnic identities. However, because cemeteries may 
embody values beyond personal or family-specific emotions, the National Register criteria 
allow for listing of cemeteries under certain exceptions.   
 

1. A cemetery may be eligible for its association with a significant historic event.  For 
example, the Magnolia Cemetery in Baton Rouge was the scene of a significant Civil 
War battle.  

 
2. A cemetery may be eligible if it is of a relative great age in a particular geographic or 

cultural context.  To qualify under this exception, the cemetery should be extremely 
old and date back to the very founding of a community. Additionally, most of its 
graves must date from the very early period, and there must be relatively few modern 
graves.  

 
3. A cemetery may be eligible if it derives its primary significance from the graves of a 

number of persons of transcendent importance (of exceptional significance in their 
fields of endeavor, or had a great impact upon the history of their community, state, 
or nation). 

 
4. A cemetery may be eligible if it contains distinctive artistic, architectural, 

engineering or landscape architecture features. For example, many above ground 
cemeteries in New Orleans are eligible because the tombs are very large and 
elaborately decorated.  

 
 
If you believe your candidate cemetery meets one or more of these exceptions, please 
provide the following required information: 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

DHP Staff Only 
__________________________________   __________________________ 
Historic Property Name                    Date Received 
 
________________________________________ 
Parish

 
General Information 
 
1. Name of Cemetery_______________________________________________________ 
 
2. Address/Location:  List the street address, town, and zip code for the cemetery.  For rural 

cemeteries without an address, please provide clear directions to the property, provide the 
name of the nearest town or community, and provide the names of the roads forming the 
nearest intersection. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Owner’s Name, Mailing Address, Phone Number & E-mail Address (please provide all 

for contact purposes) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Applicant’s Name, Mailing Address, Phone Number & E-mail Address  (please provide 

all for contact purposes) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Does Applicant have owner’s permission to nominate the candidate?   
              Yes         No 
 
 
 
6. Do burials still occur in the cemetery?            Yes  No 

                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. Total Number of Burials:  Provide the number (or approximate number) of known 
marked burials in the cemetery.  Please also list the number of unmarked, but known, 
burials. 

      _______________ Number marked burials 
 
      _______________ Number known unmarked burials 
    
 
 
8. Number of Historic Burials:  Provide the approximate number of historic (older than 50   

years) burials in the cemetery.   
         
       __________________ Number of historic burials 
 

 
Please keep in mind that non-historic stones marking historic graves may 
preclude the cemetery from National Register listing, as the amount of 
historic vs. non-historic materials in the cemetery is taken into consideration. 

 
 
9. Number of Historic and Non-Historic Burials per Decade:  Provide the approximate 

range of burial dates, from the first burial through to the present decade.  For the decade 
in which the age definition for historic and non-historic (50 years) falls, record the 
number of historic and non-historic burials. 
 

Example Candidate Cemetery 
Decades Number of 

Historic 
Burials 

Number of 
Non-

Historic 
Burials 

Decades Number of 
Historic 
Burials 

Number of 
Non-Historic 

Burials 

1820 - 1829   1820 - 1829   
1830 - 1839   1830 - 1839   
1840 - 1849   1840 - 1849   
1850 - 1859   1850 - 1859   
1860 - 1869   1860 - 1869   
1870 - 1879   1870 - 1879   
1880 - 1889 12 marked  1880 - 1889   
1890 - 1899 16 marked  1890 - 1899   
1900 - 1909 29 marked  1900 - 1909   
1910 - 1919 22 marked  1910 - 1919   
1920 - 1929 30 marked  1920 - 1929   
1930 - 1939 38 marked  1930 - 1939   
1940 - 1949 41 marked  1940 - 1949   
1950 - 1959 48 marked 23 marked 1950 - 1959   
1960 - 1969  48 marked 1960 - 1969   
1970 - 1979  51 marked 1970 - 1979   
1980 - 1989  60 marked 1980 - 1989   
1990 - 1999  65 marked 1990 - 1999   
2000 -
present 

 20 marked 2000 - 
present 

  

  
 
 



 
10.  Describe the cemetery and its setting. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.  What is the size/acreage of the cemetery? 

 
        ____________ acres 
 
 
Addressing the Exceptions 
 
Answer only the question(s) that apply to the candidate cemetery. 
 
12. Provide brief histories of the following.  Provide reference sources for all important      

statements. 
 

• the cemetery itself. 
• the surrounding town or community (including rural communities) served by the 

cemetery. 
• if the cemetery is associated with the founding or early settlement of the town or 

area, explain how and/or why. 
• any other historic event that may have occurred at the cemetery’s location before or 

after the cemetery’s founding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       



 
 
13. Provide a brief biographical sketch of any persons buried in the cemetery who meet the 

following qualifications.  Provide reference sources for all important statements. 
 

• Persons who played significant roles in the community’s history 
• Persons recognized by scholars or experts as of transcendent importance in their 

fields of endeavor.   
 
 For both types of persons, provide answers to the following questions: 
 

o What activity/activities made them of transcendent importance? 
o When did this/these activity/activities occur? 
o Who recognizes this person/persons to have been of transcendent 

importance and what are this person’s qualifications for making this 
assessment? Where is this opinion available for review?  Provide 
bibliographical data and copies of any printed statements confirming the 
person’s/persons’ transcendent importance.  Books by scholars or experts, 
encyclopedias, newspaper or magazine articles, and primary research of 
local historians are examples of such sources. 

o Do historic buildings associated with the person/persons or 
activity/activities still exist in the community, state or nation?  If so, provide 
name, location, and a photograph of each building. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14. Describe any special and distinctive artistic, architectural, engineering or landscape 
architecture features within the cemetery.  Provide reference sources for all important 
statements.  Include answers to the following questions: 

 
• Describe the entrance(s) into the cemetery, fencing, benches, walls and plantings, 

especially if they are historic or are decorative in nature. 
• Does the cemetery contain any large and decorative above ground tombs? 

  Yes  _____  If, yes, state number of tombs, describe and provide photos. 
  No   _____ 

• Does the cemetery contain any unusual or distinctive tombstones?  
  Yes  _____  If, yes, state number of tombs, describe and provide photos. 
  No   _____ 

• Describe any non-historic components, in addition to and including grave markers.  
Examples might include offices, mausoleums, storage buildings, etc. 

• Was the cemetery designed by a landscape architecture firm, possibly one 
specializing in cemetery design and planning?  If so, provide the name and 
background information about that firm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
15. Bibliography:  List the sources of information used in writing the history of the cemetery 

and the biographies of important individuals buried there.  Identify the name of books, 
newspapers, journals, public records, deeds, correspondence, interviews, and other 
sources.  Include dates and use a standard bibliographical style. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
16. Legal Property Description:  Provide the legal property description as listed on the deed 

itself or provide a copy of the plat map (available at the parish courthouse and/or from a 
deed abstract).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17. Photographs:  Provide high quality color prints of 35-mm photos or clear digital photos 

(no Polaroid prints please). If digital, the photos must be of high quality with a high 
enough resolution to print well - at least 200 DPI to 300 DPI.  

 
Photos must represent the property as it looks today.  
 
Photos should include broad views of the cemetery landscape as well as sample images of 
the different types of tombs and gravestones, on-site buildings like offices and 
mausoleums, and landscape features like fences, benches, roads, and plantings.  We 
encourage you to send photocopies or high resolution scans of historic photographs, as 
well.  DO NOT SEND THE ONLY COPY OF HISTORIC PHOTOS. 
 
 Note: All material becomes the property of the Louisiana Division of Historic 

Preservation. It also becomes part of the public record, and will not be 
returned. By submitting the required materials, you are agreeing to these 
requirements. 
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